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Semester will not extend after storm Talk to
Classes will not
continue into
summer, but
may meet more
Barton Lorimor
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Southern Illinois has a history
of bizarre weather, but long-time
residents say the last two weeks
of winter storms will stand out in
their memory.
SIUC students and faculty
were told to stay home three times
during the past two weeks as a
series of winter storms dumped ice,
snow and freezing rain on southern
Illinois. University spokesman Rod
Sievers said winter 1981 was the last
time SIUC closed for more than
one day because of the weather. But

the closure in 1981 was caused by a
foot of snow, not ice.
“I can’t remember it ever being
this bad,” Sievers said, who attended
SIUC from 1973 to 1977.
Classes resumed today, but
students will not have to worry about
the school’s calendar extending to
make up the lost days, Sievers said.
However, he said professors in the
past have polled their classes to
find the most convenient time for
additional meetings.
The first of three university
closures this month was Feb. 12 as
heavy snow, sleet and rain, which
froze overnight, consistently fell.
Not even the 300 tons of rock salt
S TEPHEN R ICKERL ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN
applied to streets and sidewalks
Broken
limbs
litter
the
ground
Saturday
near Neckers Hall
could prevent a cancellation of all
following Thursday’s ice storm. Several trees on campus lost limbs
classes and programs.
Mike Ruiz with university from the weight of the ice.
communications and lifelong
resident of southern Illinois, said then, the university was not closed the National Weather Service in
1997 was the last time SIUC closed for a full day.
because of the weather. But even
Jim Kramper, a spokesman for See WINTER, Page 5

St. Patrick’s Day comes early to SIU

Zak Watson,
left, a senior
from New
Lenox studying
history, and
Rob Chovanec,
a senior from
Chicago
studying special
education,
celebrate
unofficial St.
Patrick’s Day
at Stix while
bartender
Megan Thacker
serves them
drinks. The bar
served green beer
for the event.
R YAN R ENDLEMAN
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Students turn Irish
for unofficial
St. Patrick’s Day
Tim McGovern and
Lydia Bargielski
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Amid students in green top hats
and flashy necklaces, one may think the
calendar had fast-forwarded to March
17. Although the “official” St. Patrick’s

Day is a few weeks away, that did not
stop students from celebrating the
“unofficial” holiday in all its traditional
green Friday.
Students explored the bars,
delighting in drink specials — Stix’s
Irish car bombs proved especially
popular — as they wet their lips with
beer the color of clover.
With activities at various bars on
the strip, non-Irish students were just
as proud to be Irish for a night.
Luis Flores,a 25-year-old MexicanAmerican and SIU alumnus from
Mt. Vernon, admited to knowing little

For everything you missed while classes
were canceled, from potholes to Planned
Parenthood, check out

Web

siuDE.com

about St. Patrick’s Day, but decided to
witness it for himself at Gatsby’s II.
“I know you’re supposed to dress in
green,” he said, cracking a smile.
“The fake one confuses me,
though,” he said, referring to the
unofficial holiday.
Students were unabashed in
outrageous costumes, though their
tastes were not exclusively Irish.
Michael Ranvestel, a student from
John A. Logan Community College
studying construction, bundled up in
his rugby team’s cougar costume.
“Why am I wearing a cougar

Student Life

Greeks show passion for
fashion.

PAGE 3

costume? The question should be:
Why aren’t you wearing a cougar
costume?”Ranvestel said before joining
his teammates for a toast.
“My goal is to put a smile on
everyone else’s face.” Ranvestel said.
“That’s why I look like an idiot.”
Eric Alvarez, a senior from
Wheeling studying aviation, and his
girlfriend, Monica Kowalczyk, a junior
from Millikin University studying
nursing, celebrated unofficial St.
Patrick’s Day and something extra.
See UNOFFICIAL, Page 5

the hand

American Sign
Language
club makes a
comeback
Jenn Lofton
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Some people speak with words.
Others only use their hands to tell
a story.
The American Sign Language
Club wants to spread awareness
that people are not limited to only
using words for communication.
Because of the ice storm on
Thursday, the club was unable to
have their first welcome party of
the year. However, members of the
club along with faculty adviser Pam
Walker continue to work toward
their goals.
Walker said she has worked
with deaf people for more than
19 years. She said when she came
to the university in 2003, one of
her duties was helping the club
get back on its feet after being
dormant for more than two years.
Walker said this year the club’s
objective is to let students know
they have the opportunity to learn
a unique language they can use
once they graduate.
“We want to educate the
campus that it is available here
and it is fun for those who have
an interest, and also for those who
don’t have a desire to major in it,”
Walker said.
Lindsay Davis, vice-president
of the club, is a senior from Peoria
studying radio and television
production. Davis said she sees sign
language as fun and exciting.
Davis said she became familiar
with sign language because she
began to interpret the language
See SIGN, Page 5
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Sports

Pulse

Reviewer: Mos Def
knows mathematics,
not movie-making.
PAGE 10

Men’s basketball busts Nevada,
awaits work on bracket.
PAGE 16
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NEWS BRIEFS

CALENDAR

Tunnel of Oppression

• 5-9 p.m. Monday at Grinnell Hall, lower
level
• Interactive Diversity tour exposing the
various human senses to a variety of human
oppression, tours begin every half hour

The calendar is a free service for
community groups. We cannot
guarantee that all items will run.
Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
(618) 536-3311, ext. 266.

CORRECTIONS
If you spot an error, please contact the
DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at
536-3311, ext. 253.

POLICE REPORTS
One man is dead and another injured after a
crash on northbound U.S. Highway 51 Friday
night. Timothy A. Barnes, a 21-year-old from
Harrisburg, died at the site, which was 1⁄4
mile south of Airport road, and Michael R.
Brogan, a 27-year-old from Eldorado, was
treated for injuries at Carbondale Memorial
Hospital, where he was later discharged.
Sgt. Michael O’Leary of the Jackson County
Sheriff’s Department said Barnes lost control
of his 1996 Volkswagen, which caused him
to skid off the road, flip over and crash into a
tree on the east side of the road. U.S. 51 was
closed for one and a half hours, but troopers
from the Illinois State Police directed traffic
around the wreck.

Farrakhan praises
Obama at Saviours’
Day event in Chicago

C H I C AGO (AP) — Nation of Islam
Minister Louis Farrakhan says presidential candidate Barack Obama represents
hope that the United States will change
for the better.
Farrakhan says he’s not telling anyone who to vote for. But he praised
Obama and took small jabs at his
Democratic rival Hillary Clinton in a
speech Sunday.
Farrakhan’s keynote address in
Chicago wraps up three days of events
geared at unifying Nation of Islam followers.
Farrakhan made what was called his
final public address at a Saviours’ Day
event in Detroit last year after he ceded
leadership of the organization to an
executive board.
But the 74-year-old has slowly
increased his public appearances over
the past year as he recovers from complications from prostate cancer.

Man ordered
imprisoned in
bribery case

S P R I N GFIELD (AP) — A judge says
a 49-year-old St. Louis-area man should
spend two years in prison federal and
pay $6,000 in fines for trying to bribe an
Internal Revenue Service agent.

U.S. District Judge Jeanne Scott
also ordered Jeffrey Darr of Piasa in
Macoupin County to spend three years
of supervised release after his prison
term.
Darr pleaded guilty in August.
Authorities say the IRS agent was
trying to collect a $9,000 tax debt from
Darr when the man offered the agent a
$5,000 bribe in November 2006.
Darr gave the agent $3,000 up front,
then offered to pay off the rest.
During Friday’s sentencing, the
judge told Darr his decisions were “just
dumb.”

Man charged with
stabbing employer

DES PLAINES (AP) — Authorities
have lodged attempted first-degree
murder and aggravated battery charges
against a Naperville man who allegedly
stabbed his employer late last year in
Des Plaines and then almost died after
being hit by a truck while fleeing the
crime scene.
The Des Plaines Police Department
said bond has been set at $100,000 for
41-year-old Douglas Volkman.
Police arrested Volkman early on the
morning of Dec. 26, after he allegedly
stabbed his 48-year-old employer in
the neck and hand outside a Coldwell
Banker real estate office.
They said Volkman fled on foot and
ran onto a nearby expressway, where
he was struck by a semitrailer truck. He
remained hospitalized this weekend.
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Standing room only at fifth annual Greek Fashion Show
Event not spoiled
by campus closing
Jakina Hill
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The noise made by winter boots
was muffled by the sounds of high
heels frantically scurrying back and
forth as the models of the fifth annual
Greek Fashion Show prepared for the
runway Friday night.
Among those running around was
Lolita Mack, academic adviser for the
College of Engineering and one of the
coordinators for the show.
Mack said the event originated
from a need for some type of structured program promoting unity among
the greeks on campus as well as the
registered student organizations.
“It started off with ideas from
some of my sorority sisters,” Mack
said, referring to the Zeta Phi Beta
sorority. “It’s not a Zeta-sponsored
event but it’s Zetas who are sponsoring
the event.”
Icy conditions had little effect on
the turnout but did make organization
a little difficult. Meeting and practices
had to be canceled or rescheduled and
members of various groups arrived
late, leading to a 40-minute delay of
the show’s starting time.
“A lot of people were thinking that
because of the weather and the school
being closed, that it would be canceled,
so it was a hassle with making sure we
kept in contact with each of our performing groups to let them know that
the show will go on,” Mack said.

‘‘

Ashley Epps
dances with
the Black Fire
Dancers at the
fifth annual
Greek Fashion
Show Friday
night in the
Carbondale
Civic Center.
The event
featured
modeling and
dance groups
while SIUC
greeks showed
off their latest
threads.
B RANDON C HAPPLE
D AILY E GYPTIAN

The show consisted of themed
scenes from a combination of modeling groups, dance groups and a makeup artist.
Kyle Wilson, a senior from
Jacksonville studying psychology, said
he has been dancing since high school.
Wilson is a member of recently organized dance group Katastrophe.
“It’s my first show so I’m pretty

I

t was a hassle with making sure we kept in contact
with each of our performing groups to let them
know that the show will go on.

— Lolita Mack
academic adviser for the College of Engineering

excited,” Wilson said.
By the time the show started, there
wasn’t an empty seat in the house.
Hundreds of people packed the
Carbondale Civic Center for the twohour event. Dim lighting and a lack of
visibility of the stage prompted some
audience members to stand on their
chairs.
However, the cramped conditions
didn’t diminish the experience for
some.
Kayla Battle, a junior from Aurora
studying psychology, said she heard
about the event through a Zeta.
“This is my first time hearing about it, but so far so good,”

Tyrese
Montgomery,
a junior from
Chicago
studying
marketing,
gets ready to
take the stage
for Essence
Models Friday.
B RANDON C HAPPLE
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Battle said. “I know I’d definitely
come next year.”

Jakina Hill can be reached at 536-3311
ext. 273 or jhill@siude.com.
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Obama accuses
Clinton of denying
NAFTA support
LO R A I N , Ohio (AP) — Barack
Obama accused Democratic presidential
rival Hillary Rodham Clinton on Sunday of
trying to walk away from a long record of
support for NAFTA, the free trade agreement that he said has cost 50,000 jobs in
Ohio, site of next week’s primary.
At the same time, he said attempts
to repeal the trade deal “would probably
result in more job losses than job gains in
the United States.”
One day after Clinton angrily accused
him of distorting her record on the North
American Free Trade Agreement in mass
mailings, the Illinois senator was eager to
rekindle the long-distance debate, using
passages from the former first lady’s book
as well as her own words.
“Ten years after NAFTA passed,
Senator Clinton said it was good for
America,” Obama said. “Well, I don’t think
NAFTA has been good for America — and
I never have.”
“The fact is, she was saying great
things about NAFTA until she started running for president,” Obama told an audience at a factory that makes wall board,
located in a working class community
west of Cleveland.

B

Shiite pilgrims
targeted by suicide
bomber as they
prepare for holy day
B A G H D A D (AP) — A suicide
bomber blew himself up among Shiite
pilgrims taking a break Sunday during
their days-long march to a shrine for a
major religious gathering. The blast killed
at least 40 people and wounded 60, making it one of the deadliest this year.
It was the second attack of the day
against pilgrims traveling to the holy city
of Karbala, 50 miles south of Baghdad.
Hours earlier, extremists attacked another
group with guns and grenades in the
predominantly Sunni Baghdad neighborhood of Dora, killing three and wounding
36, police said.
The suicide bomber targeted travelers near Iskandariyah, as authorities have
fortified the capital and Karbala to keep
away extremists. Those are the main areas
where rituals are performed to commemorate the end of the 40-day mourning
period for Imam Hussein, one of Shiite
Islam’s most revered figures.

W        

Governors wrestle
with tight budgets,
slowing economies
WASHINGTON (AP) — Washington
Gov. Christine Gregoire should be celebrating her state’s robust economy and
record exports. Yet sagging tax collections are lowering an estimated budget
surplus by $400 million.
In this slow economy, states are struggling. People are spending less and state
governments are taking in fewer dollars.
The financial bottom line is a top
worry for many governors in discussions
as their annual meeting about paying for
public works and energy projects.
As many as 18 states have deficits,
totaling $14 billion in the current budget,
and 20 forecast spending shortfalls for
2009 — $34 billion when combined.

Congress to consider
bankruptcy relief,
foreclosure assistance
proposals to help
homeowners
WASHINGTON (AP) — Congress is
set to examine another round of possible repairs for consumers and investors
threatened by widening cracks in the
housing market.
Proposals include easing bankruptcy
rules, shielding banks from lawsuits and
providing government assistance to homeowners facing foreclosure.
Lawmakers also plan this week to
question several high-profile mortgage
and banking executives about industrywide losses and lavish executive-compensation packages.
The housing proposals percolating on
Capitol Hill are expected to face much
tougher resistance than the recently
approved economic stimulus package,
which touched on the mortgage crisis in
a limited way.

News

Kosovo celebrates independence
as Serbs protest across Europe
William J. Kole

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

P R I S T I N A , Kosovo —
Kosovo marked its first week of
independence in quiet celebration
Sunday, as angry Serbs protested in
the fledgling nation’s tense north and
in capitals across Europe.
The Russian envoy to NATO,
meanwhile, unleashed a torrent
of criticism on countries that recognized Kosovo’s split from ally
Serbia, including the United States.
Up to 1,000 people protested
peacefully in the ethnically divided northern town of Kosovska
Mitrovica. Protesters at the demonstration — the smallest in seven
days of rallies — listened to a
Serbian rock band playing on a
stage decorated with a poster of
Russian President Vladimir Putin
and a sign reading: “Russia Help!”
Russia has staunchly supported
Serbia’s resistance and has declared
Kosovo’s independence illegal.
Putin’s likely successor — First
Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedyev — planned to visit
the Serbian capital Belgrade on
Monday.
The past two days of muted protests in Kosovska Mitrovica followed
Thursday’s rioting in Belgrade,
where demonstrators stormed the
U.S. Embassy and set part of it
ablaze.
The U.S. ambassador in Belgrade
demanded Serb leaders ensure there
would be no future violence against
diplomatic missions. “I’m very angry
at what happened. It had better not
happen again,”Ambassador Cameron
Munter told The Associated Press
Sunday.

T HIBAULT C AMUS ~ M C C LATCHY TRIBUNE

Thousands of Serbs gather to protest against the independence of Kosovo in front of the Parliament
in Belgrade, Serbia, on Thursday.
Ethnic Albanians in Kosovo population is ethnic Albanian. strations in European capitals Sunday.
In Vienna, Austria, more than
remained jubilant with their new Serbs represent just 10 percent of
status.
the region’s 2 million people, but 5,000 protesters waved pro-Serbia
“People keep celebrating every they view Kosovo as the cradle of banners, and a few burned, spit
night,” Artan Dedushaj said. “This their culture and of their Orthodox or stomped on American flags.
Later, demonstrators across the
is something that all Albanians have Christian faith.
The territory had remained a part city smashed bottles and the winwaited centuries for — and changes
will come soon.”
of Serbia even though it has been dows of a cafe. Two police officers
In the capital, Pristina, people administered by the United Nations were injured and four people were
gathered around a graffiti-covered and NATO since 1999, when NATO arrested, officials said.
In Geneva, up to 4,000 people
sculpture of letters spelling out airstrikes ended former Yugoslav
“NEWBORN.” One person had leader Slobodan Milosevic’s crack- gathered peacefully outside U.N.
scribbled in English: “We love you down on ethnic Albanian separatists, offices, and in Brussels, several
which killed 10,000 people.
hundred Serbs chanted “Kosovo is
Kosovo!”
The vast majority of Kosovo’s
Thousands of Serbs held demon- Serbia” outside EU offices.

Nader announces
Raul Castro succeeds
third-party candidacy older brother Fidel
Nader, who turns 74 later this
week, announced his candidacy on
NBC’s “Meet the Press.”
WA S H I N GTO N — Ralph
In a later interview with The
Nader on Sunday announced a Associated Press, he rejected the
fresh bid for the White House, notion of himself as a spoiler
criticizing the top contenders as candidate, saying the electorate
too close to big business and dis- will not vote for a “pro-war John
missing the possibility that his McCain.” He also predicted his
third-party candidacy could tip the campaign would do better than in
2004, when he won just 0.3 percent
election to Republicans.
The
longtime
of the vote as an
consumer advocate
independent.
is still loathed by
“This time we’re
bviously, it’s
many Democrats
ready for them,”
who accuse him of
said Nader of the
not helpful
costing Al Gore the
Democratic Party
to whomever
2000 election.
lawsuits that kept
him
off the ballot
Nader said most
our Democratic
people are disenin some states.
nominee is. But it’s
Democratic
chanted with the
Democratic
and
candidates Barack
a free country,
Republican parties
Obama and Hillary
—Hillary Clinton
due to a prolonged
Democratic presidential hopeful Rodham Clinton
Iraq war and a shaky
quickly sought to
economy. He also
portray
Nader’s
blamed tax and other corporate- announcement as having little
friendly policies under the Bush impact.
administration that he said have
“Obviously, it’s not helpful to
left many lower- and middle-class whomever our Democratic nomipeople in debt.
nee is. But it’s a free country,”
“You take that framework of said Clinton, who called Nader’s
people feeling locked out, shut out, announcement a “passing fancy.”
marginalized, disrespected,” he said.
Obama dismissed Nader as a
“You go from Iraq, to Palestine/ perennial presidential campaigner.
Israel, from Enron to Wall Street, “He thought that there was no
from Katrina to the bungling of difference between Al Gore and
the Bush administration, to the George Bush and eight years later
complicity of the Democrats in not I think people realize that Ralph
stopping him on the war, stopping did not know what he was talking
him on the tax cuts.”
about,” Obama added.

Hope Yen

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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as Cuba’s president
Anita Snow
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

HAVA NA — Cuba’s parliament named Raul Castro president
Sunday, ending nearly 50 years of
rule by his brother Fidel but leaving the island’s communist system
unshaken.
In a surprise move, officials
bypassed younger candidates to name
a 77-year-old revolutionary leader,
Jose Ramon Machado, to Cuba’s No.
2 spot — apparently assuring the old
guard that no significant political
changes will be made soon.
The retirement of the ailing 81year-old president caps a career in
which he frustrated efforts by 10
U.S. presidents to oust him.
Raul Castro stressed that his
brother remains “commander in
chief ” even if he is not president and
proposed to consult with Fidel on all
major decisions of state — a motion
approved by acclamation.
Though the succession was not
likely to bring a major shift in the
communist government policies
that have put Cuba at odds with
the United States, many Cubans
were hoping it would open the door
to modest economic reforms that
might improve their daily lives.
In his first speech as president,
Raul Castro suggested that the
Communist Party as a whole would
take over the role long held by Fidel,
who formally remains its leader. The

new president said the nation’s sole
legal party “is the directing and superior force of society and the state.”
“This conviction has particular importance when because the
founding and forging generation of
the revolution is disappearing,” Raul
Castro added.
The United States has said the
change from one Castro to another
would not be significant, calling it
a “transfer of authority and power
from dictator to dictator light.”
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice said Sunday Cubans have
a right “to choose their leaders in democratic elections” and
urged the government “to begin
a process of peaceful, democratic
change by releasing all political prisoners, respecting human
rights, and creating a clear pathway towards free and fair elections.”
Her statement, issued shortly
before parliament met, called
the developments a “significant
moment in Cuba’s history.”
Cuba’s parliament chose a new
31-member ruling body known as
the Council of State to lead the
country. The council’s president
serves as the head of state and
government.
The vote ended Castro’s 49
years as head of the communist
state in America’s backyard. He
retains his post as a lawmaker and
as head of the Communist Party.
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St. Louis, said on Thursday the
ice is not so unusual for southern
Illinois in February. The lack of
an active winter for the past few
decades may be the reason people
have no “short-term memories” of
this kind of weather he said.
Kramper said the bizarre
part of this year’s winter is the
consistent change from warm to
cold temperatures.
School resumed Feb. 13, which
is where university administrators
went wrong according to students
such as Meredith Kelleher, a
junior from Lindenhurst studying
public relations. Kelleher was one
of many students with injuries
from slippery sidewalks. Phil
Gatton, director of SIUC service
operations, said crews spread
sand and coal to increase traction
and prevent ice from freezing to
sidewalks.
Carbondale public schools and
community events were also closed
Feb. 14, but SIUC remained open.
It was not until a warmer, light
rain shower on Friday that the
ice began to melt. Sievers said
the chancellor – not the president
– has the final say on whether
or not campus will remain open
during bad weather. This is the
first winter Fernando Treviño has
served as chancellor.
Less than a week later, a storm
laid down another sheet of ice.
Though not as thick, university
administrators decided to cancel
classes at 6 a.m. Thursday.
“As we learned from last time,
ice is hard to deal with,” Sievers
said Thursday morning.
Because the service operations
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Seniors studying automotive technology, from left, Bob Petrie,
Mike Derzins and Dave Callahan stand with James Martiur, a
senior at John A. Logan Community college studying HVAC in
front of the snowman they built on Oakland Ave.

crew had used nearly twice their
usual amount of rock salt, Gatton
said he had to make trips to a
supplier in Waterloo, and borrow
tons of the popular defrost method
from Jackson County. Gatton said
he had less than 100 tons of salt on
hand Wednesday instead of the
recommended 200.
As the day progressed and the
freezing rain kept on, university
officials decided at 9 p.m.
Thursday to give SIUC its secondconsecutive class cancellation.
Students and staff had been treated
to a four-day weekend, but the
cancellations would not continue
today as warmer temperatures and
a wet snow cleared sidewalks and
streets Sunday morning.
The National Weather Service
predicts warmer temperatures the
next few days with a small chance
of rain Monday and more snow
Tuesday.

Though most of the city has
been cleared, fallen trees and
branches lay on the ground across
the area. City Clerk Janet Vaught
said city crews will pick up tree
limbs left on the curb by residents
this week. The limbs should be
cut no longer or wider than 8
inches, she said. Residents should
have the debris resting on curbs
– not blocking sidewalks – the day
before normal garbage pickup.
Councilman Joel Fritzler said
city code dictates
sidewalks
must be cleared 48 hours after
precipitation stops. The last
precipitation in Carbondale was
small snow accumulation Sunday.
Fritzler said the sidewalks
surrounding City Hall had not
been cleared Feb. 15 — more than
72 hours after the first ice storm.
Barton Lorimor can be reached at 536-3311
ext. 274 or barton.lorimor@siude.com.
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from her friend’s sister. She said
she became so intrigued by it that
she would only pay attention to the
interpreter in church.
Besides being a part of the club,
Davis said she has also taken the two
sign language courses offered by the
university. Davis said it would be nice
if the university offered the language
as a major because she thought many
students would want to participate.
“I get so sad when I want my
friends to take the classes, but they
have to wait a semester or two to
even get in,” Davis said.
Walker said the department
needs to expand because there are
many more students interested than
some might believe. Since Walker is
the only faculty member who teaches
sign language, she said the current
wait list to get into a class could be
up to two years.
Walker said she submitted a
proposal to Dean of the College of
Liberal Arts Alan Vaux asking to
make sign language a major. Walker
said Vaux is supportive of the idea,
but budget problems have prevented
it from happening.
Since there are only two ASL
classes offered, Davis said she thinks

UNOFFICIAL
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“We’re celebrating our four-year
anniversary!” Alvarez yelled.
The couple drank green beer
and had been dancing since 9:30
a.m. Friday and said they were not
planning on stopping until the next
day.
“I just hope there’s not another
ice storm for me to drive through,”

5

it is important for the club to promote
opportunities for students. Davis
also said since most of the current
members are upperclassmen, she
wanted to encourage membership
to make sure the club does not fade
like before.
Lisa Caringer, senior interpreter
for the deaf and hard of hearing,
said she always encourages her deaf
students to join the club because it
would be a good chance for them to
meet people that sign in the area.
Caringer said there are not many
deaf people in southern Illinois and
there are only four currently enrolled
at the university. However, Caringer
said it is sometimes difficult for
students to attend meetings because
they have so many other things going
on.
“I usually leave it up to them
individually if they want to get
involved,” Caringer said.
Anyone can join the club
including students from John A.
Logan Community College, high
schools and the community, Davis
said. For those who are interested
and planned to attend the Welcome
Party, Davis said there will be more
events scheduled this semester.
Jenn Lofton can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 270 or jlofton@siu.edu.

Kowalczyk said. “The ride down to
Carbondale was the most horrible
ride ever.”
Sgt. Paul Edwards of the
Carbondale Police Department said
there were no reported arrests or
injuries on the unofficial holiday.
Edwards said 12 police officers were
on duty between 10 p.m. and 3
a.m. and reports would be updated
Monday.
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McCain didn’t live up to his principles Can FEMA
be trusted?

R

MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE

epublican presidential front-runner John
McCain tried to snuff out the controversy over
a New York Times story about his relationship
with a female lobbyist, but he instead raised doubts
about the central theme of his candidacy – his
commitment to ethics.
The salacious suggestion that he had a
romantic relationship with the lobbyist
will be debated, no doubt, for days to
come. But what isn’t in dispute is that he
gave this lobbyist, whose clients sought
his support on key issues and often got
it, extraordinary access.
While McCain’s personal life is no
doubt of interest to many voters, his
commitment to his declared principles
for governing is more important.
According to the Times, some
of McCain’s advisers in his 2000
presidential campaign became so
worried that he was having an affair with
the lobbyist, Vicki Iseman, that they
tried to keep the two apart. In a news
conference, he flatly denied that any
of his advisers had confronted him about
Iseman, as the Times reported. He also denied granting
her or any other lobbyists special access as former
chairman of the Senate Commerce Committee.
Certainly in her case, that strains credulity. McCain
attended a Miami fund-raiser with Iseman, for example,
then flew with her back to Washington on a corporate
jet owned by one of her clients. Most people outside
Washington would view this arrangement as the very
definition of special access.

McCain offered the weak defense that such a trip
“was an accepted practice.” This “everybody did it”
excuse is pitiful from a senator who has crusaded for
ethics reform in Congress.
McCain also undercut his credibility when he denied
having spoken to the Times about the story, then
admitted having called the newspaper’s editor
about it.
McCain defended writing letters to
federal regulators urging them to resolve a
case involving one of Iseman’s clients. Yet
his efforts in the 1980s to intervene with
regulators for friend and campaign fundraiser Charles Keating almost destroyed his
political career.
In his 2002 memoir, McCain wrote
that the Keating 5 scandal taught him
that “questions of honor are raised as
much by appearances as by reality in
politics ... they need to be addressed no less
directly than we would address evidence of
expressly illegal corruption.”
By this logic, McCain’s rebuttal of the
admittedly years-old allegations in the Times
would have been far more convincing if he
had acknowledged at least the appearance of
impropriety.
McCain’s campaign Web site declares, “Restoring
Americans’ confidence in their government is what’s
at stake in this election.” He can start by restoring
confidence in his own candidacy.
This editorial appeared in the
Orlando Sentinel on Friday.

MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE

Relying on the Federal Emergency
Management Agency can be hazardous to your
health.
That’s the troubling reality for 39,000 people
languishing in temporary trailers more than
two years after losing their homes to Hurricane
Katrina. High levels of the carcinogen formaldehyde have been found in some of the trailers
FEMA provided, causing breathing problems
for their unfortunate residents.
FEMA officials said they’re immediately
relocating anyone in a trailer who voices health
concerns. The agency is also providing information on the health risks and ways to mitigate
exposure, such as ensuring adequate ventilation.
Its goal is to move everyone in trailers into more
permanent housing by year’s end. That sounds
good.
But only if you ignore both the agency’s
scandalously slow and incompetent response
after Katrina in 2005 and the sad reality that
FEMA officials have known of the formaldehyde concerns for more than a year.
That prompts two questions: Why has
it taken so long to resolve this? And given
FEMA’s less than stellar record, why should
anyone believe what officials promise now?
FEMA’s got a lot to prove to regain the public’s trust. Quickly and efficiently getting these
Katrina victims out of harm’s way would help.
This editorial appeared in
Newsday on Tuesday.

A CASE OF THE MONDAYS

Thumbs up to snow days and 4-foot phenomenons
ANDY FRUTH
afruth@siu.edu

Thumbs Up to SIU for giving in to
Mother Nature and closing school last
Thursday and Friday. When there is a thick
layer of ice on the ground, closing school
should be a no-brainer. It’s good to see
that whoever makes the decision to call off
school finally came to his senses.
When every school in the region is
closed, and even bingo is canceled at the
Elks Club, obviously something bad is
going to happen, because we all know they
don’t cancel bingo for no reason. I know it’s
hard to admit, but even Southern Illinois
University and its “higher commitment”
can’t beat Mother Nature’s wrath, especially
when she throws snow, ice, sleet and freezing rain into the mix.
Thumbs Down to all the spam mail on
the SIU Webmail system. The other day I
deleted 56 pages of spam mail that ranged
from Viagra to free prescription delivery if

I buy direct. The problem is so bad I even
get spam mail from myself that I didn’t
send. There has to be something the university can do about this.
Thumbs Up to the little kid who
won the Giant City Lodge
“Let’s Make a Deal Contest”
Wednesday night at the men’s
basketball game versus the
University of Northern Iowa.
That was probably one of the
coolest things I’ve ever seen
at the Arena in the last four
years. Anyone who wasn’t
there, I’ll recap.
During a timeout, little
Jordan (all 4 feet of him)
was picked for a contest that
many adults and college students perform
miserably at. In 21 seconds, he drained
the layup on his first try, shot three free
throws before swishing the fourth, and with
a slight running start to put all of his tiny
frame behind him nailed the 3-pointer on
his first try.
It was amazing. The entire crowd,
including the Northern Iowa fans, went
nuts. In the end nobody was happier to win

the $100 than the 4-foot-tall phenomenon
named Jordan. Word on the street is that
the Salukis are already looking at the little
guy for their 2017 recruiting class.
Thumbs Down to anyone who gave up
on the basketball Salukis. A
few weeks ago many people,
including some of the dedicated posters on SalukiTalk,
had already thrown in the
towel on this season. Anyone
who has been to any games
lately has probably also
noticed that others have
given up on the team, as
attendance in the Arena has
been down.
ESPN.com writer Kyle
Wellison even wrote in a recent column
that “a rabid crowd of 5,700 Salukis fans
serves as the metaphorical “sixth man”
on the court.” An attendance of 5,700 is
pathetic when you consider the Arena can
hold 9,345. Everyone who already gave up
can redeem himself by getting to Senior
Night next Saturday against Illinois State to
honor Randal, Matt and Tyrone for everything they’ve done for the program.

It’s good to see
that whoever
makes the
decision to
call off school
finally came to
his senses.

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news, information, commentary
and public discourse, while helping readers understand the issues affecting their lives.

Thumbs Up to the baseball Salukis
for scheduling a game this season at Rent
One Park in Marion. For those of you
who hadn’t heard yet, the April 1 ballgame against the University of Illinois will
be played in Marion at the home of the
Southern Illinois Miners baseball team.
I think this is a great idea and it’s something we need to continue year in and year
out. Nothing’s better than Tuesday-night
baseball under the lights, and it’s especially
sweeter if the game features the Salukis and
our I-57 rivals in front of a packed house at
Rent One Park in Marion.
Thumbs Down to all the potholes that
have popped up around Carbondale. Some
of them are almost unavoidable and I even
saw one that was almost a foot deep. Good
news for auto repair shops for all the wheel
alignments they’ll be fixing, bad news for
all the drivers who have to shell out the
cash because of one bad experience with a
foot-deep pothole. Hopefully the city gets
on that once all the ice is gone.
Fruth is a graduate student in
curriculum and instruction.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

pisses people off about fame.
“ I It’sknowwhenwhatfamous
people whine about it.
”
George Clooney
actor and United Nations envoy
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WEEKLY WENGER

There’s a hole in my road
DANNY WENGER
dwenger@siu.edu

In northern Arizona there
is a tourist attraction known as
Barringer Meteor Crater.
It is a giant hole, measuring
some 4,000 feet in diameter and
570 feet deep. It was formed
about 50,000 years ago when a
nickel-iron meteorite slammed
into the plains going somewhere
between 30,000 and 45,000 miles
per hour.
Driving through Carbondale
recently would make you think
the town has seen similar impacts.
Carbondale’s potholes have
recently grown in size and
depth. A large part of this is the
erratic weather and fluctuating
temperatures. However, regardless
of nature’s involvement, the
quality of street maintenance
has never been very high. The
expansion of potholes in the past
few weeks from regular size to
gapping chasms illustrates the
problem.
Potholes represent a twofold
threat to drivers. The first is

the damage that driving over or
through one poses to cars.
The D E recently
reported that damages from
potholes could include breaking
the vehicle control arms, throwing
off its alignment or even knocking
off a tire.
As most car owners know,
repairs are rarely
cheap, and these
are no exception.
Bob Finster, a
local mechanic
quoted in the
article, said repairs
for damage caused
by potholes
could reach up to
$2,000.
Due to the
expensive and
damaging effects
of potholes,
the second danger they present
involves their avoidance.
Several of the potholes are
at least a foot in diameter, if not
more. They resemble World War
I infantry trenches stretching
across the lanes. Drivers wanting
to avoid these holes must swerve
drastically, many times into the
lanes beside them.
If drivers are unaware of the

other cars around them when they
try to avoid potholes, they could
potentially cause an accident.
Understandably, the city has
not had much time between
the storms to fix the potholes.
However, the longer they wait the
worse things will get.
Because the city treats potholes
as normal road
hazards, they cannot
be held responsible for
the damage.
Residents are
strongly encouraged,
especially by this
columnist, to report
potholes as frequently
as possible. Since
people can’t sue, the
next best thing is to
pester. Multiple calls
daily to Carbondale’s
Maintenance
and Environmental Services
department will hopefully get the
repair trucks moving faster.
The modern convenience of
cell phones would allow drivers to
do so from inside their cars. They
could even capture the fantastic
clunk noise the tires make going
through the hole as part of the
message.
Although I’m certain there are

Because the city
treats potholes
as normal road
hazards, they
cannot be held
responsible for
the damage.

more out there, I thought I would
list a few areas I found to be
particularly bad.
South Wall Street: The south
side of the intersection with East
Grand Avenue is littered with
holes you could roast a pig in.
West Mill Avenue: There are
several spots as the road passes in
front of the university, adding to
the peril of the street where lots
of students jay walk.
West Main Street: The
road looks like it was shelled by
artillery. This street is probably
the most dangerous place because
it has the most traffic.
West Grand Avenue: I’m
mainly talking about the small
inlet street that goes to the
student parking lot north of the
Communications Building. There
is a hole that, when filled with
water, warrants its own lifeguard.
This one is a big hazard for
students turning in from or going
out onto South Oakland Avenue.
Best of luck to all the city’s
drivers. For those wanting to
report potholes, the maintenance
department’s number is 618-4573275.
Wenger is a senior studying
Spanish and journalism.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Sustainability at SIUC
DEAR EDITOR:
I attended the University Student
Government meeting Wednesday
night, and I wanted students to be
aware that our student government
made an excellent decision in
passing a resolution in support of the
formation of a university council.
The council will develop plans
for energy efficiency, conservation
and sustainability to reduce SIUC’s
contribution to global warming and
ecological decline.
SIUC has made several
commitments through different
organizations to make it a more
sustainable campus. However,
these promises have been mostly
empty. I am very excited to see
the USG making progress in the
interest of making our campus more
environmentally friendly.
I would also like to invite students
to participate in the opportunities
available in taking action to make
progressive change at SIUC. The
Student Environmental Center
meets at 8 p.m. on Thursdays in the
Interfaith Center and Eco-Dawgs, the
group that presented the resolution,
meets in the International Lounge at
4 p.m. on Friday afternoons.
Thanks again to the senators
who pledged their support for the
Sustainability Council.

ABOUT US
The D AILY E GYPTIAN is
published by the students of Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale, with
fall and spring circulations of 20,000.
Free copies are distributed on campus
and in the Carbondale, Murphysboro
and Carterville communities.

REACHING US
Phone:
(618) 536-3311
News fax: (618) 453-8244
Ad fax:
(618) 453-3248
Email:
editor@siude.com
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Cheerleaders
forgotten again

F M E:
E F
E. 

DEAR EDITOR:
SIU administration has done it
again. Our cheerleaders have been
forgotten.
I am a cheerleader here at SIU, and
was recently informed that we were
overlooked for the MVC Tournament,
and our hotel rooms that were reserved
have been given away.
They appeased us by telling us we do
not have to sleep on the street, or find
our own places to stay, but that someone
has found some rooms for us. There is a
small catch though. The rooms are in a
different (likely cheaper) hotel, and we

will not be afforded the luxury of having
two persons per room. I am not clear
of all of the rooms, but I know for sure
there is only one room for the males,
and there are five of us who must use
this one room.
This is not the first time and
probably not the last time this has
happened to our cheerleaders. I had the
luxury of being a cheerleader here in the
2001-2002 school year. We enjoyed the
privilege of accompanying the basketball
team all the way to the Sweet Sixteen
in New York. Then, the cheerleaders
were also overlooked and we ended up
in some low budget motel a few blocks

away from all of the other cheerleaders
and athletes. Luckily, we only had to
spend a few minutes in this nearly
condemned building before someone
stepped up and demanded we at least
receive comparable accommodations.
While I am not sure who was given
the rooms that were reserved for the
cheerleaders, I am sure they will be put
to good use. We cheerleaders are used
to piling on top of each other like a
game of twister gone awry. It really is a
lot of fun. We just never tried to sleep
that way.

Anthony Johnson

senior studying biology
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NOTICE
The D E is a “designated
public forum.” Student editors have
authority to make all content decisions
without censorship or advance approval.

COPYRIGHT INFO
© 2008 D E. All rights
reserved. All content is property of
the D E and may not
be reproduced or transmitted without
consent. The D E is a
member of the Illinois College Press
Association, Associated Collegiate
Press and College Media Advisers Inc.

PUBLISHING INFO
The D E is published by the
students of Southern Illinois University.
Offices are in the Communications
Building, Room 1259, at Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale,
Carbondale, IL 62901. Bill Freivogel,
fiscal officer. First copy is free; each
additional copy 50 cents. Mail
subscriptions available.

EDITORIAL POLICY
O W is the consensus of the D
E Editorial Board on local,
national and global issues
affecting the Southern Illinois University
community. Viewpoints expressed in
columns and letters to the editor do not
necessarily reflect those of the D
E.

Katie Thomas

junior studying political science

• Letters and guest columns must be submitted
with author’s contact information, preferably via
e-mail. All letters are limited to 300 words and
columns to 500 words. All topics are acceptable.
All submissions are subject to editing.
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• Phone number required to verify authorship (number
will not be published). STUDENTS must include year and
major. FACULTY must include rank and department.
NON-ACADEMIC STAFF include position and department.
OTHERS include hometown.

• Letters and guest columns can be sent to
voicesdesk@gmail.com.
• We reserve the right to not publish any letter
or guest column.

8

Monday, February 25, 2008

DAILY EGYPTIAN

News

News

DAILY EGYPTIAN

Monday, February 25, 2008

9

siuDE.com
www.


P

Gloria Bode says can we bring music back to
the strip? Check back tomorrow in Pulse.
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Be kind, rewrite
Devin Vaughn
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Mediocre point of view
Alicia Wade
DAILY EGYPTIAN

DAILY EGYPTIAN
Be Kind Rewind
Rated: PG-13
Starring: Jack Black, Mos Def, Danny Glover, Mia
Farrow
Directed by Michel Gondry
Runtime: 101 min

On some level, we all want to be film direcPROVIDED P HOTO
tors. After all, we know what we like, and we’ve
all seen enough movies to know how they’re
put together. Writer-director Michel Gondry’s and “Eternal Sunshine”). “Be Kind Rewind,” on
latest, “Be Kind Rewind,” is a homage to this the other hand, tells us very little about its charsentiment and the reason why most of us should acters (too often involving them in subplots that
don’t go anywhere), never letting us into their
never act on it.
Mike (Mos Def) is a clerk at a VHS rental personal lives. We see them hanging out at the
store. One day, in the absence of the storeowner video store, but what are they like at home?
(Danny Glover), all of the tapes get accidentally
Not only is very little about the charerased by Mike’s friend Jerry (Jack Black). In an acters disclosed, their motives are less related
attempt to satisfy customer demands, Mike and to human reason and emotion than they are to
Jerry begin making their own versions of the advancing the plot.
In one sequence, Mike and Jerry need
movies they erased and, in the process, become
local celebrities.
to find an actress for a kiss scene. Jerry directs
In “Human Nature,”
“Eternal them to a dry cleaner’s to ask the girl workSunshine of the Spotless Mind”and “The Science ing behind the counter if she would like to
of Sleep,” Gondry exhibited a
accompany two peculiar men
very distinct and personal style.
to an undisclosed location to
In “Be Kind Rewind,” howbe filmed locking lips with a
2.5 out of 5 stars
ever, most segments seem as
stranger. Most girls in this situthough they could have been
ation would feel unnerved but
directed by any Hollywood journeyman. Only not in this movie –– the girl declines and offers
when the characters recreate movies with the her sister, Alma, as a substitute. Alma happily
help of a VHS camcorder does Gondry’s unique agrees and becomes Mike and Jerry’s filmmaking
personality truly shine, as the French director’s accomplice.
unabashed love for cinematic arts and crafts takes
In parts, “Be Kind Rewind” succeeds
over.
at being warm and amusing, but in most scenes
In fact, the cheesy no-budget remakes its efforts to do so are all too evident. Had
of famous movies are more entertaining to watch the film focused more upon the inept movie
remakes, it would have been better off. Most of
than the original movies.
Gondry so often likes to indulge in the time, unfortunately, it tries too hard to pull
whimsy and far-out subject matter. In the past, at your heartstrings and only manages to pull at
this inclination has made his films all the more your patience.
fun, but these films were built around developed
characters and tight pacing (thanks to topnotch
Devin Vaughn can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 275 or dmv86@siu.edu.
scripts by Charlie Kaufman for “Human Nature”

‘Vantage Point’
Rated: PG-13
Starring: Dennis Quaid, Matthew Fox, Forest
Whitaker, Sigourney Weaver, William Hurt
Directed by Pete Travis
Runtime: 90 min.

“Vantage Point” shows sometimes a
PROVIDED P HOTO
straightforward thriller can be just the
spoon-fed story a thinking-movie-weary
story. The narrative may seem more like
audience needs.
But if viewers are heading to theaters for a child playing with the scan button on a
a deeper film, steer clear of this flick.
DVD player than an actual storytelling tool,
“Vantage Point” tells the story of an and by the final rewinds, audiences may
anti-terrorism summit held in Spain from begin to roll their eyes.
eight points of view. When the U.S. presiThe terrorists never have a clear motivation for what they do, and
dent (William Hurt)
come to think about it,
takes the podium for his
speech, two shots ring
rarely does anyone else.
out and kill who the
The audience just has
2 out of 5 stars
public believes was actuto accept that people do
ally the president, folwhat they do, and whatlowed by two bomb blasts maiming parts of ever the scriptwriter decided to be included
the crowd. The film then rewinds about 20 in the film is just the way it goes.
minutes or so every few scenes about five
Viewers will find more joy in this movie
times, viewing the attack from the eight if they go in expecting to not always know
points of view.
why something happened, just that it did.
Thankfully, “Vantage Point” is fast paced
Audiences see the terrorist attack from
the points of views of fictional news net- and doesn’t try to draw out the story. At a
work GNN, an American tourist (Forest merciful 90 minutes, the shorter runtime
Whitaker), secret service agents (Dennis leaves little time for audience doubts and
Quaid and Matthew Fox), cops, the presi- more time to just revel in the action. The
dent and the terrorists. For a film that chan- movie’s chase scenes are pretty neat to look
nels its form of narrative from Kurosawa’s at and if viewers don’t think too much, the
“Rashomon,” it does little to make char- film is more than passable.
acters sympathetic with motives for their
“Vantage Point” is a pretty straightforactions or be anything other than a déjà vu, ward thriller with a few un-thrilling bumps
“Groundhog Day”-esque movie.
in the road. If audience members are willThe film’s weaknesses lie more in the ing to suspend a lot of disbelief and deal
story than in anything else. Because of the with constant rewinds, it could be a pretty
constant rewind, thrills are put on hold and OK movie among other dismal February
momentum is constantly interrupted. The releases.
film becomes more about piecing together
the obvious plot twists and disregarding
Alicia Wade can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 275 or awade@siude.com.
false clues than being wrapped up in the

Larry The Cable Guy is ‘Witless’
Julie Engler
DAILY EGYPTIAN
‘Witless Protection’
Rated: PG-13
Starring: Larry The Cable Guy, Jenny McCarthy,
Ivana Milicevic
Directed by Charles Robert Carner
Run time: 97 min.

In his latest film, “Witless Protection,” Larry
The Cable Guy is one of those characters who
is so dumb he’s charming — until he’s standing
on screen in front of you, half naked and about to
undergo a body-cavity search.
After that, it’s hard to look at him the same
way again.
Farting, puking and foul body odor take over
on the big screen as audiences go on an adventure
with Larry The Cable Guy and all his “Witless”
remarks and redneck jokes.
Larry plays a small-town deputy whose dayto-day duties involve barn calls and farm animal
mishaps (and no, it’s nothing disgusting). He sees
his big chance to make it when he plans to rescue
a “damsel in distress” from FBI agents he thinks all the while trying to avoid the cronies who want
are kidnappers.
Madeleine, a key witness in a corporate corrupHe decides to save the “damsel,” Madeleine tion trial, dead.
(Ivana Milicevic) by kidnapJenny McCarthy plays
ping her. But after trying to
Larry’s girlfriend, Connie,
slapping on a great southern
work through negotiations, he’s
convinced the FBI agents are
accent while going skimpy on
0.5 out of 5 stars
corrupt for not following FBI
the clothes. While the acting
procedures by the book — one he’s studied in was surprisingly good all around, it doesn’t save
hopes of becoming an agent himself.
the movie from tanking. “Witless Protection” was
As the story unwinds and the two begin wholly disgusting, full of lame boob jokes and
to realize they were right all along, they go to offensive dialogue. And though Larry makes a
Chicago to get Madeleine on the stand to testify, living off of that sort of thing, it really is humor

P ULSE

C
At this year’s Razzies, the award ceremony that
recognizes the worst in moviemaking, Lindsay
Lohan and Eddie Murphy took home the awards
for worst acting (Lohan for “I Know Who Killed Me”
and Murphy for “Norbit”). What are some of the
worst performances you’ve ever scene?

Devin Vaughn

George W. Bush’s second
inaugural address.

Alicia Wade
PROVIDED P HOTO

that produces cheap snickers instead of those
painful bursts of biting laughter.
Those familiar — and humored — by Larry’s
crude humor will love the movie. The film is littered with one-liners about bodily functions and
women’s bodies, most not fit for print. But with
jokes so obviously geared toward a male audience,
such as, “My hand hasn’t been this sore since the
first episode of Baywatch,” the film is good for a
few chuckles.
With enough poop mishaps for a whole lifetime, “Witless” might have been fun to make, but
it wasn’t fun to watch.

Paris Hilton in anything
other than someone famous
for being an heiress who
gets into trouble every now
and then.

Julie Engler

I feel like I’m losing a little
of my dignity by saying this,
but seeing Larry the Cable
Guy naked isn’t enjoyable.
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by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

By Linda C. Black
by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

Today’s Birthday Travel and starting
new projects are not going to be easy
this year. Stick close to home and use up
what you have. Recycle, revise, and be
resourceful. You’ll do fine.
To get the advantage, check the
day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the
most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today
is a 7 — By now, you and your partner should have come up with some
items you want. The next question is, of
course, how will you manage to afford
them? Study that issue now.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today
is a 7 — Your work is interesting, and
you are good at it. It’s OK to train somebody else to help you out, however. This
is not cheating. It makes good sense.
Give yourself a break.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) — Today
is a 7 — Make plans with a person who
shares your passion for adventure. You
can travel the world, but first, there’s
work to be done. It’s easier with a juicy
goal.

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
ACROSS
1 Homemade
brick
6 “__ of God”
11 Shortened bk.
14 Enliven
15 Hoof beats on
pavement
16 26th letter
17 Repeatedly
19 1/2 of a union
merger
20 Building
supervisor
21 Kirghiz
mountains
22 Part of B.S.
23 Singer
MacKenzie
25 Municipal grp.
28 Alternative to
cream
32 Yemeni or
Saudi
34 Daytona 500
winner Waltrip
35 Old Testament
book
37 Miss West
38 Conger catcher
42 Customers
45 Solar period
46 Like a tight race
50 Heaviness meas.
51 Harmonized
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Cancer (June 22-July 22) — Today
is a 7 — You’ll be feeling good enough
pretty soon to have company. Choose
a person who doesn’t require much
chatter to be entertained. Mellow is
best, for now.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is
a 7 — Get paperwork done early, so
you’ll have plenty of time for listening
to the family later on tonight. They
need your wise advice.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today
is a 6 — It’s good to further your education, but it isn’t always easy. Finding the
time, if you’re also working a job, is your
challenge now. Hang in there.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today
is a 7 — Travel and make phone calls
as early as possible. You’ll get right
through. Later and tomorrow, there will
be more complications. Don’t hesitate.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today
is a 7 — You’re becoming more confident, because you’re doing what you
said you’d do. In case you hadn’t noticed,
promises to yourself count double.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
— Today is a 7 — The pile is stacking
up again. There’s “Must Do Now,” “Not
Due Yet,” and “Will Probably Never
Get Done.” Take that last batch to the
dump.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) —
Today is a 6 — Don’t sign anything,
until you determine the cost. Watch
out for fees hidden in the fine print.
Deals made now look expensive, and
difficult to dissolve.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) —
Today is a 7 — It’s time to get back
to work, and do what you know is
required. Don’t ask for any favors now;
they’re unlikely to be granted.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) —
Today is a 7 — Find what you need.
You may not even have to pay for
everything. You could work trades
and get stuff for free. Believe it and
make it happen.

(c) 2008, Tribune Media Services Inc. | Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

52 Lubricate
54 Conceits
55 Digital data
devices
62 5 scores
63 Not specified
64 Wapiti
65 Falco and
Brickell

66 Student at an
ecole
67 Retirement grp.
68 Lee of Rush
69 Anatomical
networks
DOWN
1 End of time,

8 Porto-__, Benin
9 Big centerpiece
10 Russ. or Lith.,
once
11 Decorative bush
12 Come to pass
13 Government aid
18 River nymph
21 Welsh designer
Laura
24 Run in neutral
25 Morse symbol
26 Niner or Buc
27 Once existed
29 Hobbled
30 Mary of
“Newhart”
31 Mountain crest
33 Sharp and
Thatcher

briefly
2 “Whip It” group
3 Exposed
4 Bacharach and
Lancaster
5 Eastern
Orthodox bishop
6 Aussie rockers
7 Language: suff.

36 Alda or King
39 Hoad of tennis
40 Break fast?
41 B&O and others
43 Consist of
44 Disdain
46 Some kin
47 Marx colleague
48 Former Dolphin
running-back
49 Actress Margot
53 Strong thread
56 LSD, to users
57 Molt
58 A piece of cake
59 Sheep fat
60 Fifth of MXXX
61 New York
stadium
63 Module: abbr.

by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

EVASU
©2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

DUILF
ODONEL
www.jumble.com

ABANCA

Sudoku

Ans:

By The Mepham Group
Level: 1

2

3

”

TO

(Answers
Monday)
(Answers
tomorrow)
(
y)
DECEIT
IRATE
HEDGE
SURELY
Jumbles:
Fridays
BERET
CHAMP
CAUGHT
MASCOT
Jumbles:
Saturday’s
Yesterday’s
WhatWhen
the guidance
counselor
when he
picked
Answers Answer:
the winning
doublesdid
partners
wore
the
Answer:

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solution to
to Friday’s
Saturday’s
puzzle
Solution
puzzle

© 2008 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

“

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

2/25/08

up the
hitchhiker
“STEERED”
HIM
RIGHT
same
outfits,—
it was
— GAME,
SET,
“MATCH”
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NEVADA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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Falker, who is usually surrounded by swarms of double
teams, said he encouraged guards
to shoot the long ball.
“The biggest thing is to take
them. That’s why I always tell
them to make them guard you,”
Falker said. “I think we’ve got
great shooters on our team and
I think if they keep shooting
they’re going to make them.”
The Wolf Pack (17-10, 9-4
WAC) was led by sophomore forward JaVale McGee, senior guard
Marcelus Kemp and freshman
guard Armon Johnson who all

EVANSVILLE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

16

Sweere was efficient offensively,
shooting 8-of-15 from the field.
She was able to get more kickout
shots rather than having to force
shots in the paint in coverage.
She said there was more balance
to the offense than usual.
“In the first half we were definitely getting penetration kicks and
we got away from that in the second half,” Sweere said.
Though Gibson missed her first
shot from the field in more than a
month and a half, she settled down
later in the game. She finished 5of-13 from the floor, but was able
to shake off some of the rust by diving for loose balls and grabbing a

scored 12 points apiece.
Coach Mark Fox said the SIU
defense created problems for the
Wolf Pack who shot just 38 percent from the floor.
“We didn’t play well offensively and certainly SIU’s defense
deserves credit for that,” Fox said.
The win puts the Salukis at 5-1
all-time in BracketBuster games.
The Salukis will begin their
last week of regular season play
as they travel to Peoria to take on
Bradley Tuesday night. Tip off is
set for 6 p.m.
Megan Kramper can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or
megkramp@siu.edu.

‘‘I

’ll need to have a
couple of games,
a couple of practices
before I get to
full speed.
— Jasmine Gibson
junior forward

pair of offensive rebounds.
Gibson said she’s taking it slow.
“I’ll need to have a couple of
games, a couple of practices before
I get to full speed,” she said.
Matt Hartwig can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 282 or
mhartwig@siu.edu.

KEMP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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let him really get going,” Lowery
said. “We never let him get in his
comfort zones where he likes to score
so it was good for us to see our kids
come and play that hard.”
The Wolf Pack (17-10, 9-4
WAC) went to Kemp early as he
hit Nevada’s second shot from
behind the arc to give them a
6-3 lead. Nevada tried the same
play next possession as Green
got caught on a screen but Bryan
Mullins and Randal Falker made
the switch and trapped Kemp
forcing an early timeout.
After that timeout Green put
D U VALE R ILEY ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN
together a defensive highlight reel
on Kemp. Green cut off the pass- Senior guard Tyrone Green, middle, and freshman forward
ing lane to Kemp forcing a double Carlton Fay, left, defend a Nevada player Saturday afternoon at
team on the ball handler, which the SIU Arena. SIU won 74-49 against Nevada.
led to Green releasing down the
court and receiving a pass for a to me want to win too,” Green second attempt came after the
said. “I thought our defense was inbound and Green forced Kemp
go-ahead dunk.
Later in the half Green forced very good. We helped each other to miss the layup.
Wolf Pack coach Mark Fox said
Kemp to the baseline, but after out as a collective team and we
the defensive intensity the Salukis
getting knocked down by a screen rebounded today.”
Carlton Fay made the switch and
The action off the ball in the played with was as high as he has
forced a Kemp turnover.
second half was just as vital as in ever played against.
Green went on to finish the the first. Nevada looked to get
“It was as physical a game as we
half with a blocked
Kemp the ball have seen all year,” Fox said. “We
dunk on a fast
early in the sec- almost needed a football helmet
break,
tipped
ond but the effort today.”
t
was
as
physical
a
was just as futile.
passes and missed
The tough defensive effort
game as we have
Kemp ran from from SIU led to efficient offense
shots by Kemp. He
even missed the
sideline to side- as the Salukis scored 22 points off
seen all year. We
wide-open layup at
line three times turnovers.
almost needed a
SIU will look for the seathe end of the half
on one possession and every son sweep over Bradley when it
because Green was
football helmet today. time he received travels to Peoria Tuesday for a 6
closing in behind
— Mark Fox
him.
p.m. game. The Salukis defeatNevada head coach the ball Green
Green said the
was in his face.
ed the Braves 77-64 in their
team came together and played
Nevada switched the strategy first meeting in Carbondale
with the type of energy that it and tried to isolate Kemp on Green Jan. 8.
later in the half. The first time it
expects to bring to every game.
Jeff Engelhardt can be reached at
“I just want to win and I happened Green fouled Kemp on
536-3311 ext. 269 or jengel@siu.edu.
think these two guys sitting next the floor halting the offense, the

‘‘I
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

The Chicago Bears re-signed quarterback Rex Grossman to a one-year deal that
could be worth up to $5 million with incentives. Is this a wise move for the Bears?

JEFF
ENGELHARDT
jengel
@siu.edu

Tyrone Green

“I think it’s smart to sign a quarterback
that was on an NFC Championship team two
seasons ago. He isn’t the best in the league,
but not everyone is Tom Brady. With the lack of
free agents and NFL-ready quarterbacks in the
draft I think there was no other choice. I think
Rex will have a solid year and get an extension
with the team.”

“

I just want to win. It
doesn’t really matter if I
start or come off the bench
I just want to win and either
way I’m going to play hard.

“The Bears were smart not only in the
fact that they signed Grossman back, but
I think the better move was giving him MEGAN KRAMPER
only a one-year deal. While Grossman does
megkramp
have a winning background, he has been
inconsistent. He will have to prove himself
@siu.edu
next season to stick around.”

LUIS MEDINA
lcm1986
@siu.edu

— Senior guard Tyrone Green
on whether he would rather be in the
starting lineup or come off the bench
for the Salukis.

“It’s only a wise move if the Bears surround Grossman with talent. No quarterback
in the NFL could win with the offensive
weapons that the Bears trotted out in 2007.
Grossman will only be successful if they can
piece together an offensive line that can
block, find a consistent running game and
receivers that can catch the ball.”

Do you have questions for the Saluki
Insider that you want answered?
E-mail: editor@siude.com

SPORT BRIEFS

Softball goes 1-2 before weather ends tournament
The SIU softball team compiled a
1-2 record during the weekend before
inclement weather canceled the team’s
final game Sunday.
The Salukis fell to Belmont 2-1 on
Friday and host Middle Tennessee State
University 6-0 on Sunday. The team’s
only win came over the University of
Tennessee-Martin on Saturday 14-1 in five
innings.

The team was set to play University
of Tennessee-Martin in the consolation
game Sunday but was canceled due to
weather.
Senior shortstop Becky Wegmann and
senior first baseman Lauren Hass both
went 3-for-6 at the plate during the weekend.
Freshman pitcher Nikki Water
improved her record earning the victory

over University of Tennessee-Martin, while
junior pitcher Katie McNamara dropped
her first game of the year against Middle
Tennessee State.
With the 1-2 record, the Salukis fall to
9-4 on the year.
The Salukis return home March 1
to host the Coach B Classic, which will
feature the No. 2 Northwestern Wildcats,
Bradley, Western Illinois and Kansas.

SIU baseball drops a pair of games against Western Michigan
The SIU baseball team struggled
through its first series of the 2008 season
this weekend.
The Salukis lost two of three against
Western Michigan at First Tennessee
Fields in Cordova, Tenn.
Both teams split Saturday’s doubleheader with SIU winning the first game
7-6 in 10 innings. The Salukis rallied after
falling behind 4-1 early with a three-run
seventh inning.
Senior first baseman Adam Hills start-

ed with an RBI double while junior catcher Mark Kelly followed with RBI single.
Junior second baseman Scott Elmendorf
capped off the inning with a run-scoring
sacrifice fly.
Freshman outfielder Chris Murphy
scored the winning run on an error while
senior pitcher Ian Reinhart tossed a scoreless inning to pick up the win.
In the second game of the doubleheader, the Broncos won 5-4 after
getting the best of Andrew Dunn late

in the game.
Dunn, a junior pitcher, was tagged for
a run in his only inning of relief en route
to his first loss of the season. Hills went
3-for-4 with a pair of RBIs.
Friday’s game didn’t go as well for
SIU.
Western Michigan blasted the Saluki
bullpen for nine runs en route to an 115 win. Reinhart caught the worst of the
Broncos offensive attack, surrendering
five runs in two-thirds of an inning.

Bradley basketball player arrested for misdemeanor
PEORIA, Ill. (AP) — A leading Bradley
University basketball player is free on
bond after being arrested on a misdemeanor domestic battery charge.
Point guard Daniel Ruffin was
released on $3,000 bond Sunday
afternoon. His next court date is

March 18.
A Peoria police spokesman says the
23-year-old was arrested at his apartment early Saturday after a 20-year-old
woman accused him of cutting her lip
as he tried to get her to leave. She was
treated at a hospital and released.

The arrest has prompted Bradley to
suspend Ruffin indefinitely.
Ruffin is one of Bradley’s top scorers,
averaging around 15 points a game.
Peoria police didn’t know if Ruffin
had a lawyer. There’s no telephone listing for Ruffin in Peoria.

Hughes enjoys fresh start on Bulls’ roster
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO — Larry Hughes
isn’t going to miss being one of the
King’s men in Cleveland.
A day after being shipped to the
Chicago Bulls as part of a threetime blockbuster, Hughes said he was
relieved to join a new team.
“I’m ready for a fresh start,” he said.
“It was fun — we won a lot of games,
we made it to the finals. I just wasn’t
able to be myself. I think here they
understand what I do — that’s moving
without the ball, slashing, penetrating,
making plays.”
Hughes, Drew Gooden, Shannon
Brown and Cedric Simmons all joined
the Bulls on Friday, but didn’t suit
up. Interim coach Jim Boylan said
he hoped they’d be able to play at
Houston on Sunday.
Tyrus Thomas, Joakim Noah and
Thabo Sefolosha were all inserted into

Chicago’s lineup against Denver on
Friday while Boylan waited for each
of the 11 players involved in the trade
to pass their physicals for it to become
official.
After averaging a career-high 22.1
points per game with the Washington
Wizards in 2004-05, Hughes signed
with Cleveland in 2005. He was
supposed to be the Cavaliers second
option but never quite meshed with
LeBron James.
“It was no secret that my style of
play didn’t really fit the system in which
(they) were playing,” Hughes said. “I
felt I could be more productive. I felt I
wanted to build on the last two seasons
I had in Washington, and I didn’t feel
like I was doing that in Cleveland.”
Hughes battled injuries in his 2
1/2 years in Cleveland, playing only 36
games in 2005-06 and 70 games last
year. And when he made it to the floor,
his production dropped significantly

from his time in Washington.
Hughes is averaging 12.3 points
per game this year.
“There wasn’t as much ball movement or player movement as I’m used
to,” he said. “There was a lot of spacing corners. It was pretty much wait,
and that’s just not how I like to play
basketball.”
While Hughes is excited for a
change of pace, Gooden had mixed
emotions.
He said he was surprised to be
part of the deal, but excited to once
again team up with Kirk Hinrich.
Gooden and Hinrich were teammates
at Kansas, leading the Jaykawks to the
Final Four in 2002.
“Having a point guard you’ve
played basketball with since you were
17 — that’s a plus for any team,”
Gooden said. “We talked all day today,
not just about basketball but old stories
from school.”
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INSIDER, page 15: Is a new contract for
Rex Grossman a wise decision for the Bears?
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MEN’S BASKETBALL: SIU DEFEATS NEVADA, 74-49

SIU records biggest win of season
Twenty-five point
victory the biggest
of the season
Megan Kramper
DAILY EGYPTIAN

After struggling for the first half of the
season, the SIU men’s basketball team is ready
to prove it deserves its seventh-straight NCAA
tournament appearance.
Senior forward Randal Falker poured in
17 points while senior forward Matt Shaw
added 13 points and eight rebounds to lead the
Salukis past Nevada 74-49, as part of ESPNU’s
O’ Reilly BracketBuster Saturday afternoon.
Falker said the Salukis came together to
make the win a team effort.
“Everyone just guarded their own man and
played smash-mouth basketball and helped
when they needed to,” Falker said.
The Salukis (16-12, 10-6 MVC) attacked
the Wolf Pack in all aspects of the game, forcing 21 turnovers and grabbing 14 steals while
shooting 48 percent from the floor and 87
percent from the charity stripe.
Opening up the first half with a stretch of
threes, the Salukis took control of the game
on a trey by junior guard Wesley Clemmons
and used a 14-3 run to make the score 37-22
at the half.
Senior guard Tyrone Green added 11 points
and sophomore guard Joshua Bone chipped in
nine for the Salukis fourth-consecutive victory.
Green has been in the Salukis starting
line up since the Feb. 13 game against Drake
replacing Bone. Lowery said he likes Bone’s
chances off the bench rather than in the starting lineup.
“Josh going to the bench has really helped
us because now he comes in with a level of
confidence,” Lowery said.
However, Green said for him it doesn’t matter whether he comes off the bench or is in the
starting five. He just wants to get the win.
The 3-point line has also been a friend to
the Salukis in the past four games as the team
is 49 percent from the arc.
Lowery said the team isn’t doing anything
different in the game or in practice, except for
sinking shots.
See NEVADA, Page 14

J AKE L OCKARD ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

SIU freshman forward Carlton Fay celebrates after drawing a foul on a made basket. Fay converted on the line for an
unconventional 3-point play, adding to the Salukis most lopsided victory of the season, 74-49, over the Wolf Pack of Nevada.

Green, Salukis fluster Kemp, force turnovers
Jeff Engelhardt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Senior guard Marcelus Kemp was notching 30-point games and winning conference
awards — until he met Tyrone Green.
The Salukis’ (16-12, 10-6) defense locked

down Nevada’s offense Saturday, which led to
a 74-49 victory. The defense put on a clinic
as it forced 21 turnovers behind a 14-steals
performance.
The stout defense derailed Kemp’s recent
hot streak as he was held to 5-for-14 from
the field with 12 points. The offense would

try to get the ball to Kemp by frequently setting screens for him, but Green would not let
the star guard loose.
Coach Chris Lowery said Green deserves
credit for stopping Kemp, but the rest of the
defense was just as vital.
“We were physical with (Kemp) and didn’t
See KEMP, Page 14

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Purple Aces upend Salukis 71-61 on home turf
Evansville wins battle
at free-throw line, 27-6

ference was the free throw shooting throughout
the game.
“They totally exposed everything that we
don’t do,” Eikenberg said. “We’re trying to
Matt Hartwig
convince people how important defending
penetration is still in practice. We’re trying to
DAILY EGYPTIAN
convince people how important boards are.”
SIU (8-16, 4-10) played one of its best
The return of one if its most prominent
scorers in recent history wasn’t enough to get halves this season to start the game and held
the SIU women’s basketball team back in the onto a 35-28 lead at halftime.
Fouls piled up early in the second half
win column.
The Salukis dropped their
and Evansville took the lead at
third straight Missouri Valley
the 10:37 mark with a pair of
Conference game with a 71-61 loss
free throws by freshman guard
hey totally
Ashlee Barrett.
to Evansville Friday night. In her
first appearance since Jan. 5, junior
With 5:04 remaining, freshexposed
forward Jasmine Gibson dropped
man forward Katrina Swingler
everything that cut the Purple Aces’ lead to
10 points and five rebounds in 31
four with a pair of free throws
minutes.
we don’t do.
The Purple Aces (17-8, 11— Dana Eikenberg but the Salukis wouldn’t get
head coach any closer.
3 MVC) won the battle at the
free-throw line 27-6 and finished
Senior guard Jayme Sweere
strong down the stretch of both halves en route led the offensive attack for SIU, recording a double-double with 18 points and 11
to a win.
Senior guard Rebekah Parker led her squad rebounds.
with 15 points on 4-of-8 shooting.
Saluki coach Dana Eikenberg said the dif- See EVANSVILLE, Page 14
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Senior guard Jayme Sweere, left, and freshman guard Tanaeya Worden help junior
forward Jasmine Gibson get back on her feet after a foul during the Salukis’ game
against Evansville Friday night. Gibson scored 10 points in her first game back from a
leg injury.

